72                      MUSSOLINI
and sometimes, it seemed, an eternal atmosphere of shell-fire and mortal danger that would be our life for ever/'
Mussolini kept in touch with his ' beloved child/ the Popolo d'Italia. He was " compelled from time to time to give out in the newspapers news concerning myself. This was in order to smash the suspicions of those persons who thought me hidden in some office distributing mail, and entertaining in my mind doubts on the possibility of our winning the war. I was compelled to offset this slander and to state over and over what I had done and what I was doing. I was then major-corporal of the Bersaglieri and had been in the front-line trenches from the beginning of the war up to February, 1917, always under arms, always facing the enemy without my faith being shaken or my convictions wavering an inch. . . ."
As he could not write under his own name, he used a nom-de-plume.
Then one morning, on the 22nd February, 1917, an unfortunate incident happened in the Italian trenches. One of their own grenades burst unexpectedly. Four soldiers died,